Vol. 4 Grades 9-12

One day after school,
Kim and renaldo are
reading an activity book
on pollution when...

Instructions:

As you read this interactive story of Spencer The Sprout and his quest to keep
Prince George’s County Clean and Beautiful, you will have challenges to complete
along the way. You can gain points throughout this activity book by:
•
•
•

Completing activities
Completing bonus achievements
Finding hidden letters to solve the word scramble

Hey,
what are ya’ll
doin’?

We’re looking at
this book about how litter is
not only affecting different parts
of Prince George’s County but
also causes harm to all of the
animals and marine animals of
the Chesapeake Bay
watershed.

If you made it to
homeroom you
would have gotten
one too!

Use the points tracker below to keep track of your points along the way.

Points tracker
MISSION

Points

Bonus pts.

Total points

Mission 1: Word Scramble
Mission 2: Looking Back to Move Forward
Mission 3: Keeping It Clean in The Neighborhood
Mission 4: Pollution Prevention Policy
Mission 5: Using Art as a Tool for Engagement

Lemme see
that!

Mission 6: Inspire Others to Act
Hey, SHAWN
give me back
my book!

Mission 7: Is it True or False

Spencer
...The
Sprout?!

MISSION 1: Word Scramble
Find mystery letters hidden throughout the pages and place one letter on each blank space.
Next unscramble the mystery word. Solve the hidden scramble for +10 points
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Unscramble the word here: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

You’ve
gotta be
kiddin’ me! This
is kids’ stuff!
Here!
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And I need
your help!

You see,
I’m trapped and I
can’t do the work
I desperately need
to do to keep
Prince George’s
County beautiful
and protect our
watershed!

I must be
trippin’!

Spencer, what
happened to you?
What can we do
to help?

Shawn,
what did
you do?!
Hold up…
what’s that in
the light…
I didn’t
do anything!

Nah…Spencer?
The Sprout…?!

Wait…it
can’t be…

What happened? I’ll tell you what happened. Somewhere along the way
we stopped caring for our communities and started littering, leaving
trash all over the ground. This trash would get swept up by wind and rain
and end up in our nearby waterbodies like lakes, streams, and rivers. It
would travel as far as the Chesapeake Bay and on to the Atlantic Ocean.

w

Yes, it’s me!
Spencer The
Sprout!

“Not only did it take
away from the beauty in
our community and cause
potential harm to wildlife
that mistake the litter
for food but it also has
polluted the water causing
harm to fish and other marine
animals like our beloved
Maryland blue crab.”

4

So, here’s what you can do.
I need you to spread the word
for me! Make sure all your
classmates read this book and
do all the things it says-recycle
things that can be recycled,
reuse items that can be used
again, and properly dispose of
trash in the right place!
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But there’s more. That alone
won’t release me. You see, I’m
trapped in an awful place. It’s called
the Ever-Landfill. It’s a
garbage dump with trash as far
as the eye can see!

We can’t
just leave him
in there!

And we can’t
let Putrid grow
stronger!

s

We can
definitely do
that!

That’s horrible!
How’d you get
trapped there?

Ugh. That
must stink!

He’s right.
If Putrid has his way,
Prince George’s County
will look just like
Ever-Landfill...

My nemesis,
Putrid the Polluter
banished me
here.

I dunno if I
wanna get
involved in you
guys’ beef…

...I don’t
want to live in a
dump. I’m down.

Great!
But before I can
send you on your first
mission, you’ll need to
learn the basics...

The more
people pollute, the
stronger he gets.
I need you to help
me defeat him.
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Mission 2: Looking Back to Move Forward

Mission 3: Keeping It Clean in The Neighborhood

Complete this crossword puzzle to review what we have learned.

Organize a cleanup for your street and ask others in your household to join you.
Prince George’s County has a program, PGCLitterTRAK, that will help you track the type and
amount of litter collected during your cleanup. It can be accessed from your smartphone or
tablet. For instructions on participating in the PGCLitterTRAK program please review the user
manual located at https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/2607/PGCLitterTRAK

1

2
3

Supplies:

___Gloves ___Hand Sanitizer ___Trash Bags

Consider the 5 W’s:
1. Who will join you for the neighborhood cleanup?
4

2. What are the boundaries for your cleanup area?
6

5
7

3. When is the cleanup happening?

8

4. Where are you disposing of the trash or taking recyclables after the cleanup?
9

5. Why is it important to keep your neighborhood clean?
10

The Prince George’s County Department of the Environment’s Litter Reduction Program can
assist you with your cleanup by providing bags and gloves. If you take any pictures or videos
during your cleanup, please tag #pgcsprout on social media.

11

Down
1. The largest watershed in the United States that covers six states and the District of Columbia
2. Anything that can cause harm to the environment
3. To decrease or eliminate the use of an item
5. To use something more than once for the same or new purpose
6. Trash that is left on the ground or in other open areas
7. A place where all rainwater will drain and collect at the same place
9. Along with the wind this form of precipitation can carry pollution to our nearby waterways

Post Cleanup Observations:
1. Was there more or less litter than you expected to see during the cleanup?
2. What was the most common type of litter you picked up during the cleanup?
3. Was litter concentrated in one area or was it spread throughout the area?
4. Were there trash cans or other disposal options at convenient locations in the area?
5. Did you notice any trash near the storm drain?

Across
4. Trash that ends up in our waterways
8. Residents businesses and organizations can _________ a stream in Prince George’s County
to help reduce litter
9. To take something old and turn it into a new item that can be used
10. These type of bottles and bags are a major source of pollution in our nearby waterways
11. Prince George’s County uses this type of litter trap to trap litter and other forms of debris
in a stream before it reaches the Anacostia River

Points Challenge:
1 point for each item of trash disposed properly
2 points for each item recycled
3 points for each additional person that participates in the cleanup
4 points for posting a picture or video from your cleanup on social media and tagging
#pgcsprout
5 points for tracking the cleanup on the PGCLitterTRAK application

Points Challenge:
+1 point for solving each word.
Complete the entire crossword puzzle for 4 bonus points.

Bonus Achievement:
+5 points: Count the total number of items collected from your cleanup (trash and recyclable)
+1 point for each person with fewer total items collected than you (trash and recyclable)
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Elsewhere in Putrid The
Polluter’s realm...
r

What is this?
Prince George’s feels a
little bit…cleaner today.
How can that be?

n

He must have
minions doing
his work for him.
They must be
stopped!

That tidying twit, Spencer The Sprout
is trapped in the Ever-Landfill.

BACK AT THE
SCHOOL...

You guys did great! And I feel
stronger! I have another mission
for you. Are you ready?
Bring it,
Spence!

One way to decrease
litter from entering our
waterways is to reduce or
eliminate the use of an item.
For example, did you know
that we are foam free in
Prince George’s County.
You may be wondering
what foam free means...

That’s a great question.
Polystyrene is not
biodegradable so
when it gets into our
waterways, it can break
down into tiny pieces
(but never really
disappear). These pieces
can be ingested by fish
or other animals along
the way. The foam ban
helps reduce the amount
of polystyrene waste
entering the landfill
and local waterways.
And you want to know
something else, we
are trailblazers in
Prince George’s County
because the whole state
of Maryland has
followed our lead and
now there is a
statewide foam ban.

We share the Anacostia
watershed with our
neighbors in Washington,
DC and Montgomery
County, Maryland so we
must all do our part
to prevent and reduce
waste that could impact
the Anacostia River and
the Chesapeake Bay.

We can fight Putrid the
Polluter by making
policies that reduce
items that would end up
in the landfill or in our
waterways. Change can
start at home or even
school. For example,
at The School Without
Walls at Francis Stevens,
(in Washington, DC) the
students conducted a
cafeteria waste audit. After
discovering how much
plastic tableware was
used in the cafeteria and
disposed of in the trash,
they decided to reduce
the use of this item. The
students developed a
campaign and plan to have
Finger Food Fridays. That
means all food served
on Fridays must be food
that can be eaten with your
hands.

In Washington, DC and
Montgomery County,
there is a bag fee to
encourage the use of
reusable bags instead
of single use plastic
bags. Plastic bags were
often found during
cleanups of our local
waterways. Plastic
straws are banned in
Prince George’s County,
and next door in
The District.

...Polystyrene is not
allowed for use
or sale in Prince
George’s County.
Examples include food
containers, and hot and
cold beverage cups.

But Spencer,
what’s wrong with
polystyrene?

10

11

Elsewhere in Putrid The
Polluter’s realm...
r

What is this?
Prince George’s feels a
little bit…cleaner today.
How can that be?

n

He must have
minions doing
his work for him.
They must be
stopped!

That tidying twit, Spencer The Sprout
is trapped in the Ever-Landfill.

BACK AT THE
SCHOOL...

You guys did great! And I feel
stronger! I have another mission
for you. Are you ready?
Bring it,
Spence!

One way to decrease
litter from entering our
waterways is to reduce or
eliminate the use of an item.
For example, did you know
that we are foam free in
Prince George’s County.
You may be wondering
what foam free means...

That’s a great question.
Polystyrene is not
biodegradable so
when it gets into our
waterways, it can break
down into tiny pieces
(but never really
disappear). These pieces
can be ingested by fish
or other animals along
the way. The foam ban
helps reduce the amount
of polystyrene waste
entering the landfill
and local waterways.
And you want to know
something else, we
are trailblazers in
Prince George’s County
because the whole state
of Maryland has
followed our lead and
now there is a
statewide foam ban.

We share the Anacostia
watershed with our
neighbors in Washington,
DC and Montgomery
County, Maryland so we
must all do our part
to prevent and reduce
waste that could impact
the Anacostia River and
the Chesapeake Bay.

We can fight Putrid the
Polluter by making
policies that reduce
items that would end up
in the landfill or in our
waterways. Change can
start at home or even
school. For example,
at The School Without
Walls at Francis Stevens,
(in Washington, DC) the
students conducted a
cafeteria waste audit. After
discovering how much
plastic tableware was
used in the cafeteria and
disposed of in the trash,
they decided to reduce
the use of this item. The
students developed a
campaign and plan to have
Finger Food Fridays. That
means all food served
on Fridays must be food
that can be eaten with your
hands.

In Washington, DC and
Montgomery County,
there is a bag fee to
encourage the use of
reusable bags instead
of single use plastic
bags. Plastic bags were
often found during
cleanups of our local
waterways. Plastic
straws are banned in
Prince George’s County,
and next door in
The District.

...Polystyrene is not
allowed for use
or sale in Prince
George’s County.
Examples include food
containers, and hot and
cold beverage cups.

But Spencer,
what’s wrong with
polystyrene?

10

11

Mission 4: Pollution Prevention Policy
According to the Ocean Health Index, these are the top six marine debris items found in
cleanups over the last 25 years. Review the items below and develop a policy that would
reduce or eliminate at least one of the items from the waste stream. The overwhelming
majority of these items started out as litter on land before making its way down our
waterways and into the ocean. For an example of a policy go to:
http://environment.mypgc.us/foamfree

Spencer,
developing that
policy took a
lot of brain
power.

Can we
take a break
before our
next mission?

Sure! You did
great and I can
feel myself
getting stronger.

Take a break,
then do this
fun easy
activity next!

1. Cigarettes and filters
2. Food wrappers and containers
3. Bottle caps and lids
4. Tableware
5. Plastic bottles
6. Plastic bags

Many people are unaware that our storm drains release water directly into our local waterways
like the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers. This means that if people throw trash in or near the
storm drain it has a direct route to our rivers.

Policy Title ________________________________________________________________

Activity: Design your own storm drain. Draw or write a message to discourage people from
littering in the storm drain. Let them know where the water goes.

Mission 5: Using Art as a Tool for Engagement

Points Challenge:
+3 points for completing the drawing
+3 points for coloring the drawing

Policy Statement:
Purpose: What is the purpose of the policy?

Scope: Who and what does the policy cover?

Responsibility: Who’s responsible for implementing and participating in the policy

Impact: What would be the impact if this policy were implemented?

Equity: Will any underserved groups be negatively impacted by the policy? If so, how can the
policy be modified to reduce the negative impact?

Points Challenge:
+4 points for each of the six marine debris items addressed by the policy.
+5 points for Implementing the policy for a day, either at home or in the classroom.
Bonus Achievement: Developing a policy that addresses multiple marine debris items
can be difficult. +10 points when you collaborate with your peers to develop a policy that
cohesively addresses all six items.
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OK, I’m
out! I’m not
getting beat
down over
some trash!

Now to face
Putrid the Polluter
himself!

Everything
it takes to
reduce, reuse,
and recycle.

Exactly!
Now go
to it!

Spencer, How
are we going
to face putrid,
and win, without
your powers?

But exactly
how do we
stop putrid and
where do we
find him?

Like this…!

When he
realizes what
you’re able to do,
he’ll show his face.
You’ll know what
to do.

Okay team...Let’s KEEP
prince George’s clean!

Oh shoot!
Look at
us!

You all now have special abilities that will allow you
to clean Prince George’s County on a larger scale!
Renaldo, you have the power to reduce items from
our waste stream. Shawn, you’re able to come up with
ways to reuse items, and Kim, you’re able to recycle
materials to make new things!
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Now that you have your power suits, you are
ready to flex your muscles to fight off Putrid
the Polluter and free me from Ever-Landfill.

Mission 6: Inspire Others to Act
ALRIGHT!!!

Getting rid of Putrid the Polluter is going to take teamwork.
Which Action Will You Choose?

Each of us needs to
commit to one action
that will help keep Prince
George’s County Clean
and Beautiful. Choose an
action that you can commit
to that will have a positive
environmental impact.
Example: Commit to only
using reusable cups
and bottles.
No not those
muscles…these
mussels!

What are
these little
things and how are
they supposed
to help?

I __________________ commit to _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.
Next, tell others about your commitment and create a social media campaign to get
others to make their own. Use the hashtag #pgcsprout on all social media.
Activity: Create your social media campaign.
Purpose: To inspire others to take action so that we will collectively reduce our impact
on the environment.
1. What social media platform(s) will you use?
2. Set a goal of how many people you want to follow your lead.

While you pick up litter like paper and
bottles on land, these mussels live
in our rivers and streams filtering
harmful bacteria, sediment, and
parasites from the water.

Fun fact:
One adult mussel
can filter up to
10-20 gallons of
water a day. Imagine
the impact of having
teams of mussels
helping keep our
water clean!

3. Share your commitment via a status update, picture, meme, or video.
4. Share with others and encourage them to make their own commitment.
5. Who is your target audience?
6. What hashtags will you use?
7. Come up with a slogan, or rap.
Points Challenge:
+5 points for posting your commitment on social media

Prince George’s County Public School students,
under professional supervision, grow and
release mussels into each of the three rivers
in Prince George’s County: The Anacostia River,
Patuxent River, and Potomac River.

16

n

Bonus Achievement:
+2 Points for tagging #pgcsprout
+3 Points for each follow-up post
+3 Points for sharing/retweeting other #pgcsprout posts
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Mission 7: Is it True or False

Did ya’ll see my social media
campaign? It was lit!

LATER...

That’s all
of them! We’re
done!

Now it’s time to see how much you really know. Evaluate each statement below and put
a check mark to indicate whether it is true or false.
1.

The Anacostia and Patuxent River Lower are two local watersheds located within
Prince George’s County that are a part of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.
True False

2.

The Chesapeake Bay is longer than the Mississippi River.
True False

3.

Prince George’s County was the first County in Maryland to ban single use
foam products.
True False

4.

Litter can enter our local waterways if it is disposed of in the storm drain.
True False

5.

The Chesapeake Bay watershed is the largest estuary in the United States with
over 100,000 streams, creeks, and rivers draining to the Bay.
True False

6.

Taking care of our local watershed can have a positive impact on the health of the
Chesapeake Bay.
True False

7.

Blue Crabs, which are a very important part of the Maryland economy, are strong
enough to fight off pollution.
True False

8.

Businesses in Prince George’s County charge a fee for single use plastic bags.
True False

9.

Mussels, clams, and oysters filter the water around them.
True False

Ours was
dope too,
but look…

...PUTRID!!!

He’s going to make
prince George’s
filthy!

10. The water quality of our local rivers, streams, creeks, and lakes, is not as
important as the health of the Chesapeake Bay.
True False
a

Points Challenge:
+2 points for each correct answer

What do
we do?!

I say, hit’em
with everything
we’ve got!

Spencer said
we’d know what
to do!

STOP!
DO NOT CONTINUE
UNTIL YOU HAVE
GAINED AT LEAST
100 POINTS.
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Spencer!
You’re free!

Thanks to
you three!

d

It looks
like your
powers
are back
as well.

Yes, they
are!
t

Thank you so
much for all
your help!
Anything to help
keep Prince George’s
County beautiful!

Having those powers
was cool and it felt
good to clean up the
County. But I realized
that I don’t need
special powers to help
keep Prince George’s
beautiful. From now
on, I’m on your team,
Spencer!

Uh-oh!
Looks like we’ve
drained all our
power...

‘Scuze me, do
I know you?

We all are! We can shout
out loud that we are now
Prince George’s proud!

a

The
end
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ANSWER KEY

Page 8: Crossword Puzzle

Prince George’s County Clean and Beautiful

Coordinated by

Sponsored by

Page 18: True or False
1. True
2. False
3. True
4. True
5. True
6. True
7. False
8. False
9. True
10. False
Word Scramble:
“Tundra Swan”
T page 20
U page 5
N page 10
D page 21
R page 11
A page 19

S page 7
W page 4
A page 21
N page 16
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A Haiku: Litter Travels
The rain is falling
Blowing litter in the wind
Pollution abounds

JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST POLLUTION!

Coordinated by: Prince George’s County Department of the Environment

